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Storage of Medical Oxygen Cylinders Policy

DATE September 2025 REVIEW DATE April 2027 
Reviewer Name: Anna Blackshaw

1. Purpose
To ensure the safe and compliant storage of medical oxygen cylinders within the clinic, minimizing risks associated with fire, explosion, and contamination.

2. Scope
This policy applies to all staff involved in the handling, storage, and use of medical oxygen cylinders at The Lomond Clinic.

3. Responsibilities
· Clinic Owner: Ensures compliance with this policy and oversees staff training.
· All Staff: Must adhere to safety procedures and report any hazards or incidents.
4. Storage Requirements
4.1 Location – Medical cupboard in Room 4
· Cylinder is stored in a designated, well-ventilated area
· The area is away from direct sunlight, heat sources, and combustible materials.
· Storage must comply with local fire and health regulations.
4.2 Cylinder Positioning
· Cylinders must be stored upright and secured to prevent tipping.
· Empty and full cylinders must be clearly labelled and stored separately.
4.3 Environmental Controls
· Temperature should be maintained below 50°C.
· Smoking and open flames are strictly prohibited in the storage area or anywhere in the clinic.
5. Safety Measures
5.1 Signage
· Warning signs such as “Oxygen in Use – No Smoking” and “Flammable Gas” must be clearly displayed.
5.2 Fire Safety
· Fire extinguishers are accessible and regularly inspected.
· Staff are trained in fire response procedures.
5.3 Leak Prevention
· Cylinders inspected regularly for damage, corrosion, or leaks.
· Any defective cylinder must be removed from service immediately.



6. Handling Procedures
· Use appropriate trolleys or carts when moving cylinders – small cylinder in The Lomond Clinic, can be hand lifted & moved.
· Never drag, roll, or drop cylinders.
· Ensure valves are closed when not in use and protective caps are in place.
7. Training
· All relevant staff must receive training on oxygen cylinder safety, handling, and emergency procedures.
· Training records are maintained and reviewed annually. 
8. Documentation
· Maintain logs of cylinder inventory, inspections, and maintenance.
· Record any incidents or near misses related to oxygen storage.
9. Compliance
This policy aligns with applicable regulations including:
· Health and Safety Executive (HSE) guidelines
· Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH)
· Fire Safety Order 2005
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